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The Library Commission Emergency 


At this writing the situation as far 
as Library Commission legislation is 
concerned is. exactly where it was at 
the time of the last issue of the Quar- 
terly and it is probable that the legis- 
lature will adjourn (if it has not al- 
ready done so at going to press) with- 
out giving attention to anything but 
Code revision. 

This will leave the matter, where it 
has been since the last legislature ad- 
journed, in the hands of the Retrench- 
ment and Reform Committee, which 
has power to grant the increases asked 
for. 

Both the library work of the state 
and the Traveling Library work have 
suffered, the former because the sec- 
retary has necessarily been detained in 
the office and there have been neither 
meetings attended, talks given, nor li- 
brary visits made. That the latter 
should be omitted is a great grief to 
her. 

The organizing work has also been 
at a standstill as the organizer was 
kept in the office until early in Febru- 
ary when the number of applications 
for such help had so increased that 
work of this nature was resumed in 
the libraries. 

For its office work the commission 
was fortunate enough to have the as- 
sistance of Mrs. Grace Briggs, a former 
State Library assistant, for two months 
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and with her help and that of the sec- 
retary and organizer the Traveling Li- 
brary work was well kept up until 
February. 

Since then, although the secretary 
was granted the assistance of one Wis- 
econsin Library School student each 
for the months of February and March, 
the work has run badly behind and 
club women and schools are waiting 
long for the filling of their requests. 
This also is a great grief to the secre- 
tary and to all on the commission staff 
concerned in sending out books. 

The only remedy is through the com- 
mittee which can grant salaries suf- 
ficient to secure the help which alone 
will enable the commission to carry on 
its work in all directions in an efficient 
manner. 

Many have written expressing inter- 
est in the difficulties of the commission 
and asking whether relief has been 
granted. How many have written to 
their senators and representatives or 
to ‘the committee is uncertain. It is 
not too late to help and letters to mem- 
bers of the Committee on Retrench- 
ment and Reform might be of material 
service in impressing that committee 
with the necessity of affording immedi- 
ate relief. 

The members of that important com- 
mittee are Senators Carl W. Reed, 
Creseo, Chairman; B. J. Horchem, Du- 
buque; Ed. M. Smith, Winterset; B. M. 
Stoddard, Sloan; Harry C. White, 
Vinton and Representatives C. F. Clark, 
Cedar Rapids: E. J. Cole, Woodbine; 
A. O. Hauge, Des Moines; T. E. Moen, 
Inwood; and T. J. O’Donnell, Dubuque. 
(These are their home addresses but 
they should be addressed at the State 
House until the Legislature adjourns). 

What is needed is the return of sal- 
aries of the four librarians of the com- 
mission staff to the figures from which 
they were cut by the last legislature 
without which it is impossible to fill the 
existing vacancies, or prevent new ones. 

Copies of such letters sent to the 
commission office will be read with in- 
terest by the members of the commis- 
sion. 


Iowa Library Association 
Meeting for 1924 
At a meeting of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Iowa Library Association, 
January 26, it was decided to hold the 
1924 meeting at Boone. Definite dates 
will be announced later. 


The success of this meeting will de- 


pend upon the interest displayed by 
librarians and boards. Are you in- 
terested enough to pay your dues 
promptly ? 

According to the ruling adopted at 
the Fort Dodge meeting dues are now 
to be paid by the libraries. Get out 
your last number of the Quarterly and 
find out just how much your library 
should pay. You will find it on page 
182. Then send the dues without de- 
lay to Miss Gertrude I. Sheridan, Al- 
gona Public Library, Algona, Iowa. 

CALLIE WIEDER, President, 
Iowa Library Association. 





Iowa Library Association 
District Meetings, 1924 

The following libraries have ex- 
tended cordial invitations which have 
been accepted for the district meet- 
ings for 1924. Meetings will be held 
on the dates indicated unless train 
schedules or other circumstances re- 
quire a change. Notice of the meetings 
will be sent to the librarians by ciren- 
lar letter which should be watched for 
and followed: 

Sioux City—Tuesday, April 29. 

Shenandoah—Wednesday, April 30. 

Centerville—Friday, May 2. 

Davenport—Tuesday and Wednes- 

day, May 6-7. 

Grinnell—Thursday, May 8. 

Jefferson—Tuesday, May 13. 

Estherville—Thursday, May 15. 

Waterloo—Friday, May 16. 

Some of these places are situated at 
the extreme limits of the districts and 
therefore no districts are named as li 
brarians are expected to select the most 
available and convenient meeting for 
their attendance. Therefore do not 
ask ‘‘Where is our district meeting” 
but ‘‘What meeting is nearest or 
accessible to our library.”’ 


194 








— «= tees & 





SSaras 


~ 
- 


A 


The dates are sufficiently late we 
trust to give good roads and make auto- 
mobile travel possible and the busses 
now running in many parts of the state 
should help out. 

The supplementary blank sent out 
by the Library Commission with the 
annual blank will be used as the basis 
for discussions this year in addition to 
books. If there is any particular topic 
or book er books which any librarian 
or library board wishes to have dis- 
eussed send your request to the Presi- 
dent of the Iowa Library Association 
or the Secretary of the Iowa Library 
Commission and it will have atten- 
tion. 





American Library Association 

The American Library Association 
Conference for 1924 will be held at 
Saratoga Springs, N. Y., June 30-July 
6. 

It is too early to announce program 
or transportation arrangements but we 
are assured that both will be all that 
can be desired. 

Those who attended the 1918 meeting 
at Saratoga Springs have pleasant 
memories of the atmosphere of a pass- 
ing era which is found there which 
will have equal appeal to all who are 
present this year. 

We trust Iowa may send a large dele- 
gation—large enough to be able to 
have a special car at least from Chica- 
go. If you are going or are interested 
write Mr. Charles H. Brown, Iowa State 
College, Ames, Iowa. 





Iowa Library Summer School 

The Library Summer School con- 
ducted under the auspices of the State 
University of Iowa and the Iowa Li- 
brary Commission, will be held at Iowa 
City June 9th to July 18th inelusive. 
The faeulty will be as follows: 

Blanche V. Watts, B. A.. New York 
State Library School, Director ;-John B. 
Kaiser, Resident Director; Julia A. 
Robinson, Wisconsin University Li- 
brary School, Secretary Iowa Library 


Commission, Lecturer in Administra- 
tion; Ora F. King, B. A., Wisconsin 
University Library School, Instructor 
in Reference work and Classification; 
Alice B. Story, Ph.B., Wisconsin Uni- 
versity Library School, Instructor in 
Cataloging; Cora Hendee, Western Re- 
serve Library School, IJnstructor in 
Book Selection; Grace Shellenberger, 
Carnegie Library School of Pittsburgh, 
Instructor in Library Work with Chil- 
dren; Pearl G. Carlson, M. A., St. Louis 
Library School, Instructor in Minor 
Subjects and Reviser ; Mrs. Adria Grims- 
ley, Pratt Institute School of Library 
Science, Reviser; Mary E. Stewart, B. 
A., Iowa Library Summer School, Gen- 
eral Assistant. 

Requests for information, appliction 
blanks and list of required reading 
should be addressed to the Registrar, 
State University of Iowa, Iowa City, 
lowa. 





Library Workers’ Conference 


A Library Workers’ Conference will 
be held as usual in connection with the 
Library Summer School. 

The program is now being formu- 
lated and promises to be extremely at- 
tractive. The list of speakers will be 
announced later. The dates are July 
9th and 19th. Reserve them for this 
occasion. 





The Children’s Room in the Library 


If I were planning 4 new library or 
remodeling an old one, I would give the 
children’s room careful consideration 
and just as much thought as any other 
department in the whole library. 

The’ children’s room should be easily 
reached, and, if possible, near the main 
entrance. It would be quite ideal if 
this room could have a separate en- 
trance. Perhaps one of the reasons the 
children are so frequently relegated to 
the basement is to get rid of the com- 
motion caused by their coming and go- 
ing. Care in the first planning could 
avoid some of this problem. 

It is trite to say that children need 
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plenty of fresh air and sunlight, but in 
view of the fact that children’s rooms 
are constantly being equipped in the 
basement in Iowa libraries, it seems 
wise to remind ourselves, librarians and 
trustees, that no part of our reading 
publie is so open to first impressions as 
our juvenile borrowers. Contrast the 
effect of a bright, cheerful, spacious 
room, easy to find on the main floor, 
with the dingy, gloomy, sunless room 
in the basement, which frequently must 
be reached by means of a dark stair- 
way, a gloomy hall and at the end one 
arrives in a none too clean room with 
a drab cork carpet and inadequate arti- 
ficial light. What is the effect on a 
timid child or the child whose reading 
heritage is slight, and in whom an 
interest in books needs to be developed? 
Much has been said about the effect 
of cheerful surroundings on health and 
behavior, but it is difficult to measure 
the effect on potential readers. 
Sunlight is essential to good cheer 
in a room. Do we consider this factor 


enough in planning for our children in 


the library? From experience, I be- 
lieve it is more difficult to keep a base- 
ment room clean and in order, and 
these two items react on discipline. 
It would be good to plan to cultivate 
a reading atmosphere in our children’s 
rooms. Beauty and dignity of furnish- 
ing and equipment contribute to this. 
I do not say expensive furniture. We 
have no standard of measurement, of 
the influence of good books on the 
average boys and girls, but we have 
faith to believe that books and libra- 
ries and good librarians are a civic 
asset and that a children’s room with 
good books, beautiful pictures and a 
reading atmosphere is an institution 
whose attainment is worth striving for. 
Shall we handicap these desirable 
things by housing them and our chil- 
dren in the basement? I fail to recall 
hearing of a library anywhere which 
was considering moving the adult de- 
partment to the basement. Should we 
not consider every possible way before 
we decide in favor of basement chil- 
dren’s rooms?—Grace Shellenberger. 
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Who Shall Pay for the Paving? 


The opinion rendered by the Attor- 
ney General’s office regarding the pay- 
ment for paving of streets adjacent to 
the library building in Boone is one 
which may be of value to many library 
boards and is therefore printed in full. 


The whole question rests on the title 
to the library property benig in the 
name of the city. It might therefore 
be well for all libraries to make sure on 
this point whether directly interested 
or not at this time. 


The question submitted to us direet- 
ly involves the question as to whether 
the cost of paving the street in front 
of the library building should be paid 
out of the city improvement fund or 
out of the library fund. This question, 
so far as we are able to determine, has 
never been passed upon by the Su- 
preme Court of the State, but we be- 
lieve that it is not in any way difficult 
of solution. Its solution depends upon 
the construction of three provisions of 
the statute. We refer to sections 3749, 
3758 and sub-division 2 and 4 of section 
4038 of the Compiled Code. 


It has been held by the Supreme 
Court in two cases that a public cor- 
poration is not, under the provisions 
of section 1304 of the Code Supple- 
ment, 1913, as amended, exempt from 
the payment of special assessment for 
paving in front of property owned by 
such corporation. 

Under section 3749 of the Compiled 
Code, cities and towns have the power 
to provide for the formation and main- 
tenance of free public libraries open to 
the use of all the residents under prop- 
er regulations and may purchase land 
and erect buildings, or hire buildings 
or rooms suitable for that purpose and 
may receive or dispose of any and all 
gifts, donations, devises and bequests 
that may be made to them for the pur- 
pose of establishing, increasing or im- 
proving such libraries. It will be noted 
that cities and towns have the power 
specified therein, clearly implying that 
publie libraries established thereunder 
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shall not be separate and distinct gov- 
ernmental entities, but that they shall 
be departments of the existing city or 
town governments. Such _ libraries, 
therefore, differ from school districts, 
counties and cities. 

Under sections 3758 and sub-division 
4 of section 4038 of the Compiled Code, 
the Board of Library Trustees deter- 
mine and fix the amount of tax for 
two purposes: First, for the mainte- 
nance of such library, and second, for 
the purchase of real estate and the eree- 
tion of a building or buildings thereon 
for a public library, or for the payment 
of interest on any indebtedness in- 
eurred for that purpose and for the 
creation of a sinking fund for the pay- 
ment of such indebtedness. 

It will thus be noted that there is 
no provision in the statute for the cer- 
tification of a tax for the payment of 
paving assessments to the city council 
by the Board of Library Trustees. This 
is not only a significant, but, in our 
opinion, a controlling fact in the de- 
termination of this question. 

Sub-division 2 of section 4038 is as 
follows: 

‘*A tax not exceeding, in any one 
year, five mills on the dollar, for 
a city improvement fund, to be 
used for the purpose of paying the 
cost of the making, reconstruc- 
tion or repair of any street im- 
provements at the intersections of 
streets, highways, avenues or _al- 
leys, and at spaces opposite streets, 
highways, avenues and alleys in- 
tersecting but not crossing, and at 
spuces opposite property owned by 
the city, or the United States, and 
for the purpose of paying the pur- 
chase price and subsequent taxes 
assessed against property  pur- 
chased by the city at tax sale.”’ 

Under section 3749, the title to li- 
brary property must be taken in the 
name of the city. We are assuming 
that title to the property in question is 
in the city. It is worthy of note that 
sub-division 2 of section 4038 contains 
the phrase ‘‘and at spaces opposite 


property owned by the ecity.’’ It is 
clearly the provision, then, that the tax 
for the improvement fund provided for 
therein is to be used partly for the 
payment of the cost of paving city 
streets opposite property owned by the 
city. There is no exemption or exclu- 
sion of any property owned by the city 
in such statute and it is our opinion 
that it covers property owned by the 
city for library purposes.’’ 

Therefore it is our opinion that the 
cost of paving the street in front of the 
public library building in the city of 
Boone should be paid out of the city 
improvement fund and not out of the li- 
brary funds. Very truly yours, 

(Signed) Herbert A. Huff, 


Assistant Attorney General. 





Certification Again 

A meeting of the Certification Board 
of the Iowa Library Association was 
held in the Library Commission office 
on March 7th. Ten certificates were 
granted making a total of nineteen is- 
sued in all. Several applications have 
since been received and another meet- 
ing of the Board will probably be held 
soon. 

In a paper read before the Illinois 
Library Association last October the 
speaker said—‘Iowa has a voluntary 
system which has produced few result? 
as yet.”’ How ean it with a dozen to 
twenty certificates only issued and a 
trial of but two or three years? Let 
use give it a fair trial and this means 
on the part both of library boards and 
librarians. 

It will not affect anyone now hold- 
ing a position. It may be valuable 
when applications for new positions oc- 
eur if head librarians and library 
boards will take into consideration the 
holding of a certificate. It will have its 
value emphasized for librarians and 
boards if in making application the 
holding of a certificate is presented as 
a claim for employment. 

Again its effect may be beneficial 
if a certificate comes to a librarian 
from the Certification Board with the 
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statement ‘‘Your library training en- 
titles you to a higher grade but it can- 
not be given without college work,’’ 
or ‘‘ Your college work would give you 
a grade A certificate but you have not 
enough library training for this.’’ This 
has already been true in some cases. 
A librarian may be brought to a pause 
and led to think with the result that a 
better preparation is secured which 
will show results in better position and 
better salary in years to come. 


In any event let’s give it a fair trial 
and see whether it is workable, worth- 
while, or whether the plan reeds chang- 
ing in any particulars. 





Classification of Chronicles of America 


The Secretary of the Library Com- 
mission has discovered to her regret 
that it will be impossible to fulfill her 
promise to buy separate volumes of 
this set for libraries not financially able 
to purchase the entire number. 

There is a set issued in twenty-five 
volumes, two titles to a volume, which 
sells at a much less price than the fifty 
volume set. This of course is not as 
desirable for various reasons, but may 
enable a small library to buy this valu- 
able collection when it could not do 
so in the more expensive edition, but 
the latter should be selected where pos- 
sible. 


The smaller set must be classified and 
shelved together as 973, but it seemed 
in the: commission office that with the 
fifty volume set it would be much wiser 
to classify each volume separately, mak- 
ing author, title and subject ecards for 
each and a series card for the set. This 
means a larger number of cards but is 
worth the extra work in the subjects 
brought out which might otherwise be 
‘*hidden’’ to those not acquainted with 
the different volumes, which will be 
especially valuable in a small library. 

Below is given the classification and 
subject headings for the various vol- 
umes. 


Huntington, Ellsworth. Red 
man’s continent. 917.3 

Environment. 

Indians. 

Physical geography—lU. S. 

U. 8.—History 

Richman, I. B. Spanish Con- 
querors. 973.16 

America—Discovery and ex- 
ploration 

Spanish in America 

Wood, W. C. H.  Elizabe- 
thian sea-dogs. 973.2 

America—Disecovery and ex- 

ploration 

Armada, 1588 

Drake, Sir Francis 

Hawkins, Sir John 

Munro, W. B. Crusaders of 
New France. 973.2 

French in America 

U. S.—History—Colonial pe- 
riod. 

France—Colonies 

Johnston, Mary. Pioneers of 
the old South. 973.2 

Bacon’s rebellion 

U. 8.—History—Colonial pe- 
riod 

Andrews, C. M. Fathers of 
New England. 973.22 

Colonial life and customs 

U. S.—History—Colonial pe- 
riod 

Goodwin, Mrs. M. W. Duteh 
and English on the Hudson. 
973.2 

English in America 

Dutch in America 

Johnson, Sir William 

U. S.—History—Colonial pe- 
riod 

Seisler, Jacob 

Fisher, S. G. Quaker Colo- 
nies. 973.2 

Friends, Society of 

French and Indian war, 1755- 
1763 

U. S.—History—Colonial pe- 
riod 

Andrews, ©. M. Colonial 
folkways. 917.72 

Colonial life and customs. 





Wrong, G. M. Conquest of 
New France. 973.2 

U. S.—History—Colonial pe- 
riod 

France—Colonies 

French in America 


Becker, C. S. Eve of the 
Revolution. 973.31 

U. S.—History—Revolution 

Wrong, G. M. Washington 
and his comrades in arms. 
973.3 

Washington, George 

U. S.—History—Revolution 

Farrand, Max. Fathers of 
the Constitution. 973.4 

U. S.—Constitution 

U. 8.—History—1783-1812. 

Ford, H. J. Washington and 
his colleagues. 973.4 

Washington, George 

U. S.—History—Revolution 

Johnson, Allen. Jefferson 
and his colleagues. 973.46 

Jefferson, Thomas 

U. S.—History—1783-1812 

Corwin, E. S. John Marshall 
and the Constitution. 
342.73 

U. S.—Constitution 

Burr, Aaron 

Marshall, John 

Paine, R. D. Fight for a free 
sea. 973.5 

U. S.—History—War of 1812 

Skinner, C. S. Pioneers of 
the old Southwest. 917.8 

Boone, Daniel 

Frontier and pioneer life 

Ogg, F. A. The old North- 
west. 977 

Tecumseh 

Northwest territory—U. 8.— 
History 

U. S.—History—War of 1812 

Ogg, F. A. Reign of Andrew 
Jackson. 973.56 

Jackson, Andrew 

U. S.—History—1815-1861 

Hulbert, A. B. Paths of in- 
land commerce. 380 

Commerce 


Steamboats 

Transportation 

Skinner, C.S. Adventures of 
Oregon. 917.8 

Lewis and Clark expedition 

Oregon — Description and 
travel 

Bolton, H. E. Spanish bor- 
derlands. 973.16 

America—Discovery and ex- 
ploration ~ 

Spain—Colonies 

Spanish in America 

Stephenson, N. W. Texas 
and the Mexican war. 976 

Texas—History 

Mexico—History 

White, S. E. The forty-nin- 
ers. 917.8 

California—Description and 
travel 

Western states—History 

Hough, Emerson. Passing of 
the frontier. 978 

Cowboys 

Frontier and pioneer life 

Dodd, W. E. Cotton king- 
dom. 917.5 

Southern states—Social life 
and customs 

Macy, Jesse. Anti-slavery 
erusade. 973.71 

Underground railroad (slav- 
ery ) 

U. S.—History—Civil War— 
Causes 

Slavery in the U. 58. 

Stephenson, N. W. Abraham 

Lincoln and the Union. 973.7 

Lingoln, Abraham 

U. S8.—History—Civil War 

Stephenson, N. W. The day 
of the Confederacy. 973.7 

U. 8S.—History—Civil War 

Wood, W. C. H. Captains of 
the Civil War. 973.7 

Farragut, D. C. 

Gettysburg, Battle of, 1863 

Grant, U. 8. i 

Jackson, T. J. 

Lee, R. E. 

Lineoln, Abraham 
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Sherman, W. T. 

U. S.—History—Civil War 
Fleming, W. 8. The Sequel 
of Appamattox. 973.71 

Ku Klux Klan 

Reconstruction 

U. S.—History—Civil War 

Slosson, E. E. The American 
spirit in education. 370.9 

Clinton, De Witt 

Colleges and Universities 

Education—History 

Education of women 

Mann, Horace 

Morrill act, 1862+ 

Perry, Bliss. The American 
spirit in literature. 810.9 

American literature—History 
and criticism 

Orth, S. P. Our foreigners. 
325 

Aliens 

Immigration and emigration 

Paine, R. D. Old merchant 
marine. 973 

Privateering 

Maritime law 

Shipping 

Thompson, Holland. The age 
of invention. 608 

Inventions 

Moody, John. The railroad 
builders. 385 

Railroads—U. 8. 

Harriman, E. H. 

Santa Fe trail 

Hendrick, B. J. The age of 
big business, 338.8 

Trusts . 

Farm Implements and ma- 
chinery 

Automobiles 

Telephone 

U. S.—History—Civil War 

Publie service corporations 

Orth, 8. P. Armies of labor. 
331 

Labor and laboring classes 

Industrial workers of the 
world 

Moody, John. Masters of 
capital. 388.8 

Trusts 

Finance 


Standard Oil Company 
European War, 1914-1918~— 
Finance 
Thompson, Holland. The new 
South. 973.8 
Negroes 
Reconstruction 
Southern states—History 
U. S.—History 
Orth, 8S. P. The boss and the 
machine. 329 
Political parties 
U. S.—Polities and govern- 
ment 
Ford, H. J. The Cleveland 
era. 973.87 
Cleveland, Grover 
U. S.—History—1865-1898 
Buck, S. J. The agrarian 
crusade. 363 
Grange 
Greenback party 
Populist party 
U. S.—Polities and govern- 
ment 
National Non-partisan 
League 
Farmers 
Fish, C. R. The path of em- 
pire. 327.73 
Monroe doctrine 
U. S.—Foreign relations 
Howland, H. J. Theodore 
Roosevelt and his times. 
973.89 
Conservation of resources 
Roosevelt, Theodore 
Seymour, Charles. Woodrow 
Wilson and the World War. 
940.9 
European war, 1914-1918—U. 
8. 
League of nations 
Peace conference, 1919 
Wilson, Woodrow 
Skelton, 0. D. The Canadian 
Dominion. 971 
Canada—History 
Shepherd, W. R. The His 
panic nations of the New 
World. 972 
Mexico—History—Revolu- 
tion, 1910 
South America 








Library Section* 
State Teachers’ Association 

The Library Section of the State 
Teachers’ Association met in the ban- 
quet room at Hotel Fort Des Moines 
at 2 o'clock on Thursday afternoon, 
November 1, Miss Ethel Hedenbergh, 
librarian of the Sioux City High School, 
presiding. 

Miss Vernette B. Moore, County 
Superintendent of Howard County, was 
the first speaker on the program, her 
subject being, ‘‘ How one county super- 
intendent promotes reading in her rural 
schools.’’ 

Miss Moore said in part that the first 
thing to do was to find something for 
the children to read. Her first step in 
this direction was to eliminate from the 
rural school libraries the undesirable 
books and those which would not fur- 
nish suitable reading and this she took 
great pleasure in doing. 

The first step in encouraging the 
children to read was a test in silent 
reading, and the papers were checked 
for speed. The children were then en- 
couraged to read the books in which 
they were interested and later a test 
in comprehension was given. Book re- 
ports were also requested. 

Miss Aliee Story, Librarian of Lin- 
coln High Sehool, Des Moines, followed 
with a talk on the ‘‘Relation of the 
High School Librarian to the other 
departments of the school.’’ She said 
in part, the librarian should first know 
the courses of study and buy the best 
material to supplement the work of 
the teachers, consulting teachers, and 
using the bibliography in the text, 
which furnishes very good lists. Note 
where library is weak and purchase to 
strengthen such classes. When books 
are purchased, advertise through lists, 
bulletin boards, interviews with teach- 
ers, ete., ete. 

Miss Vera Dixon, of Des Moines, fol- 
lowed with a paper on the ‘‘Duties of 
a high school librarian.’’ She said 

Library work in schools has assumed 


*Left over from last number of the Quarterly. 
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increased importance since present day 
methods of teaching, requiring indi- 
vidual work on the part of the student, 
came into vogue. 

A well equipped and well managed 
library is the very heart of the school 
and the day has passed when a few 
books, cared for by an already over- 
burdened teacher, is considered suffi- 
cient to supply the needs of a modern 
high school. 

The first requisite to a successful 
library is a large, well lighted, centrally 
located room, with comfortable chairs 
and tables and an adequate supply of 
well selected books. 

The soul of the library is, of course, 
the librarian and without a_ well 
trained, well educated and interested 
woman in charge the best of equipment 
is of no value. She should have the 
same general education and training as 
the teachers and in addition should 
have had a year of training in a library 
school. 

The subject of ‘‘School Libraries in 
Iowa’’ was presented by Miss Julia A. 
Robinson, Secretary of the lowa Li- 
brary Commission. Miss Robinson said 
in part that it was a difficult matter 
to learn anything concerning the num- 
ber of school libraries, their contents, 
condition, use, ete., because no report 
is required by law either to the Library 
Commission or the Department of Pub- 
lie Instruction. 

The law allows a small sum for the 
purchase of books in rural schools, but 
it is too small to buy the books the 
schools should have each year, even 
though the money is so used. The book 
supply in many-schools where the town 
is not large enough for the public li- 
brary to maintain grade libraries comes 
through the Traveling Library. The 
Traveling Library, however, is inade- 
quate to fully supply this need in the 
state and the need of county libraries 
is evident here. 

The Library Commission is also giv- 
ing assistance in the organization of 
such school libraries as it is able to do. 

















After a discussion of the subjects 
presented in the papers, the use of 
student assistants and other subjects, 
the meeting adjourned. 

The Friday afternoon session was 
held in the Art Gallery of the City 
Library, Miss Hedenbergh presiding. 

‘Training the students in the use 
of the library’’ was presented by Mrs. 
Eva M. Page of Des Moines Univer- 
sity. Mrs. Page stressed the value of 
giving not only technical instruction 
but such training as would have the 
tendency to promote the love ‘of reading 
in the students. Mrs. Page especially 
called attention to the course of train- 
ing outlined by Elizabeth Madison in 
the English Journal, 1915. 

Miss Catherine Cruikshank of Fort 
Dodge followed with a paper on ‘‘De- 
veloping the library habit.’’ The points 
emphasized were: 

Desirability of cultivating the read- 
ing habit in view of the increased 
leisure due to present day invention. 

Value of the knowledge of a stu- 
dent’s hobbies in order that the li- 
brary may minister to his needs; 

While the attendance at both sessions 
was not large it was larger than any 
previous year and the interest was very 
gratifying. 

The present officers were re-elected 
for the coming year: 

President, Miss Esther Hedenbergh, 
High School Librarian, Sioux City; 

Seeretary, Miss Julia A. Robinson, 
Secretary, Iowa Library Commission, 
Des Moines. 

Before adjournment a motion was 
passed favoring a School Library col- 
umn in the Midland Schools and in 
structing the President and Secretary 
to take the matter up with the editor. 
(The editor of the Midland Schools has 
signified his willingness to print such 
a column, material to be furnished by 
the Library Section and Miss Heden- 
bergh has appointed as editorial com- 
mittee to have this in charge Miss Vera 
Dixon, Mrs. Eva M. Page and Miss 
Alice Story). 
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Real Tests of Library Progress in a 
Communit 


It is not so much by the position that 
a library has attained as by the prog. 
ress it is making toward larger or bet- 
ter service that the quality and ability 
of its management are to be judged. 
Each library should measure itself 
from time to time by that test. An 
honest application of the following 
questions will show pretty clearly the 
measure and kind of progress a library 
is making: 

1. Is the library reaching a greater 
number of its possible constituents? Is 
its roll of active borrowers increasing? 

To answer this definitely, the library 
must keep a live register of borrowers, 
excluding all names of persons who are 
no longer in the community or have 
not used the library in the last two 
or three years. 

Even where the population of a com- 
munity does not increase, a live library 
will each year be gaining in borrowers 
and readers through a normal devel- 
opment of the library habit and the 
influence of the schools. Not to ad- 
vance in this matter is a thing to re- 
flect on the library management. 

2. Is the average borrower using an 
increasing number of books each year? 
Answer is found in the figures for eir- 
culation. 

3. Is the average borrower using 
the library for an enlarging range of 
book needs and interest? Is the library 
meeting the needs at a greater number 
of points? Answer to be found is sta- 
tistics of circulation by classes of books. 

4. Is the library meeting -a higher 
order of needs and wants? (Tested by 
circulation of its higher grade of 
books. ) 

5. Is the library rendering an in- 
creased service in answering questions, 
providing definite information and sup- 
plying material for study or help in 
the actual problems of life? (Tested 
by statistics of refence use.) 

6. Is it growing in the value and 
richness of its book collections, (Tested 




















by net increase in titles and amount of 
funds applied to new books.) 

7. Is it. becoming an object of in- 
creasing pride and affection in the 
community, (Tested by increases in 
the provisions made for its support and 
enrichment). 

8. Is there a growing appreciation 
of the importance and need of skilled 
library service? (Tested by amounts 
made available for salaries.) 

9. Is the library becoming an in- 
creasing factor in the life and work 
of the civic, social, educational and in- 
dustrial organizations of the com- 
munity ? 

10. What proportion of the pupils 
in the schools are registered borrow- 
ers at the library? Is this proportion 
growing each year? 

A. W. in New York Libraries for May, 
1923. 





Facts for Trustees 

Training for Library Service; a re- 
port prepared for the Carnegie Cor- 
poration of New York by Charles C. 
Williamson offers material well worthy 
of the attention of every trustee. Li- 
brary service is entirely dependent on 
library training of one sort or another. 
The quality of the service rendered in 
any given library is largely dependent 
upon the trustees’ knowledge of the 
possibilities of library service and their 
application to the local library. The 
Williamson report is the most thought 
provoking contribution to the subject 
of the preparation of librarians for 
their important task that has appeared 
in print. For this reason no trustee ac- 
eepting his duties conscientiously will 
want to omit reading it. 





While the annual report from the 
governing board of an institution such 
as the Publie Library must ordinarily 
deal more or less with matters of ways 
and means and finance, it is import- 
ant that we should not focus our at- 
tention too strictly on financial matters, 
important as they are, for after all the 
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end and aim of our Public Library, as 
of every public library, is the quantity, 
quality, and character of the service 
which it may render to the people of 
the community. (George G. Whit- 
worth, president, Grand Rapids Public 
Library, in Annual Report 1922-23.) 





‘‘There is a very general impression 
that directors of a library board should 
necessarily belong to some one of the 
learned professions whose members are 
presumed to be book lovers. The man- 
agement of a public library, however, 
involves the exercise of many kinds of 
intelligence and ability besides those 
used in the judgment of books. Di- 
rectors may quite as wisely be selected 
—a part of the number, at least—be- 
cause of eminence in executive ability, 
in business sagacity, in unblemished 
integrity, in political power, as for mere 
literary knowledge. The library, in ful- 
filling its highest functions, will con- 
stantly be thrown into relations with 
the community which will bring each 
one of these and other practical quali- 
ties into active use. In addition to 
qualifications along some of the lines 
mentioned, the possession of that toler- 
ant temper which allows a man or wom- 
an to work harmoniously and effective- 
ly as a member of a board, where in- 
dividual opinions and desires must al- 
ways be balanced and modified by the 
will and wisdom of the majority, is also 
a very necessary endowment for such 
a position. The bane of many boards 
is the groups of respectable citizens 
who are reappointed from term to 
term, and constantly neglect their dut- 
ies. A member of a library board who 
cannot, or will not, attend its. meet- 
ings and give adequate time to its 
work should resign, or should not be 
reappointed when his term expires.’’ 
(From ‘‘Essentials in library admini- 
stration,’’ 1922, written by Lutie Enu- 
genia Sterns, revised and enlarged by 
Ethel Farquhar McCollough, Evansville 
Publie Library.) 

A. L. A. Bulletin, November, 1923. 























What the Temporary Library Training 
Board of The A. L. A. Is Doing 


The Temporary Library Training 
Board is seeking suggestions and ad- 
vice from all who are interested in 
education for librarianship and also 
from authorities on training for other 
professions. 


It has recently held four meetings, 
two of which were for the consideration 
of details and routine, and two to which 
were invited members of the Associa- 
tion of American Library Schools, rep- 
resentatives of various library agencies 
and other librarians who were in at- 
tendance at the Mid-Winter Meetings. 
The open meetings were held the morn- 
ing and afternoon of January 3. At 
the first session Dr. Learned of the 
Carnegie Foundation spoke informally 
on the organization and re-organiza- 
tion of the facilities and machinery for 
the diffusion of knowledge. He was 
followed by Dr. N. P. Colwell, Secre- 
tary of the Council on Medical Educa- 
tion of the American Medical Associa- 
tion, who, in drawing the analogy be- 
tween the problem now confronting the 
American Library Association and that 
before the American Medical Associa- 
tion at the time the Council on Medi- 
cal Education was formed, spoke in 
detail of the difficulties attending the 
standardization of medical education. 
He said in part, ‘‘Where there is no 
legal body in the country to effect 
standardization, this work becomes the 
duty of the Association having to do 
with the educational subject. You are 
the ones who know the things neces- 
sary in connection with libraries ; there- 
fore, so long as there is no legal body, 
the responsibility is yours.”’ 


The Council on Medical Education 
established, at the beginning two stand- 
ards; one was sufficiently low for 
everyone to come to in comparatively 
short time; and the other, a standard 
higher than the one immediately rec- 
ommended, but even so, not as high as 
that in effect in some other countries. 
The entire movement was voluntary. 
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Publications of Interest 

“‘Hand book on positive health,” 
published by the Woman’s Foundation 
for Health, 370 7th Ave., New York, 
where the book may be ordered. 

This is a book which should be in 
all libraries. Club women especially 
will be interested in it through their 
public health department. 

Booklist Books, 1923. This is an 
annotated list of about 200 of the best 
books of the year, chosen to meet the 
needs of librarians and library patrons. 
Seventy-five libraries of many types 
and sizes assist in the selection of these 
titles, which represent the cream of 
the books recommended from month 
to month through the pages of The 
Booklist. 

The price is within the reach of even 
the smallest library. 

The A. L. A. Publishing Board offers 
the Booklist for the remainder of the 
year for $1.00 to new subscribers. 

Miss Zadie Brown has issued the first 
two of her Lantern Lists, ‘‘ Books of 
adventure’’ and ‘‘Cheerful books.” 
The plan is to maintain a central office 
for compiling special book lists and 
for printing lists compiled by libraries, 
thus making a greater variety avail- 
able to all at less cost. The lists are 
being printed by the Wilson Company. 
The minimum subscription is 80e a year 
for three copies of all lists which may 
also be purchased in quantities for dis- 
tribution. 

The Library Commission has just 
issued a new edition of its list, ‘‘Good 
books for a farm home,’’ which is 
available to libraries. 

A new and revised edition of ‘‘ School 
Libraries’’ has just been issued by the 
Library Bureau. It contains illustra- 
tions and other helpful material. Free 
on request. 

In this connection might be men- 
tioned Public Libraries and its value 
to all publie libraries. No library 
shduld be without one of its own pro- 
fessional publications and after our 
state bulletin, Public Libraries will 
come nearer filling the needs and being 






within the reach of all libraries than 
any other. 


Stereoscopic Views 

The Iowa Library Commission has 
had for loan for a number of years 
sets of stereoscopic views of various 
countries. Last year four beautiful 
sets were added including pictures of 
Indians, wild flowers, birds, and cos- 
tumes of countries. 

Recently seven sets of western views 
including the Yellowstone, Yosemite, 
Glacier, and Ranier National Parks, the 
Grand Canyon, Alaska and the Cana- 
dian Rockies were added. 

Any of these sets may be borrowed 
on the cost of transportation and re- 
tained for one month. They are espe- 
cially intended fer schools and smaller 
libraries. 








Crowded Out 

The Library Commission Secretary 
had hoped to print in this issue of the 
Quarterly some statistics, comparisons 
or tables taken from the annual and 
supplementary reports of the libraries 
of the state. 

She has also had in mind for several 
months the publication in the Quarterly 
of an article on Iowa documents, think- 
ing it would be helpful to the librari- 
ans. 

The necessity, however, of acting as 
librarian of the Traveling Library as 
well as secretary of the Library Com- 
mission has left no time for either of 
these tasks. 

This condition cannot last forever 
and work of either department go for- 
‘ward successfully. Therefore she hopes 
at a later date to furnish one or both 
of the articles to the readers of the 
Quarterly. 





Menders 

Though not employed by the Li- 
brary Commission Miss Brockman is 
the only traveling mender in the state 
endorsed by the commission. Libra- 
ries employing the men seeking this 
work will do so at their own risk. The 
Gaylord representative is teaching not 
doing ‘mending. 





Library News of the State 








Ames—Public Library—<A course of 
instruction in the use of the library 
is being given to the high school stu- 
dents by Miss Olive Ryder, Librarian. 

Ames—State Agricultural College— 
Mr. Ralph M. Dunbar, a graduate of 
Columbia University, formerly head of 
the Department of Traveling Libraries 
of the Brooklyn Public Library and 
later Field Librarian of the U. 8S. Navy 
will join the college library staff on 
April Ist as assistant librarian. Miss 
Bess Lowry, a graduate of the Univer- 
sity of Illinois and of the University of 
Illinois Library School, has been made 
Reference Librarian. 

Boone—NSeveral additional gifts have 
been made to the Ericson Library, 
among them being a handsome clock 
for the children’s room. 

Burlington—Sometime ago the dis- 
covery was made that white ants so 
small as to be almost invisible had 
eaten the floor, baseboards, and man- 
tels in the basement of the library 
building. So thoroughly was this done 
that it has been necessary to replace the 
entire woodwork of the basement. 

A branch of the library is to be estab- 
lished in the shops at West Burlington 
for the benefit of the shopmen. 

Cedar Falls—New steel equipment 
has been installed in the Publie Li- 
brary which doubles the book capac- 
ity of the building. From 20,000 to 
22.000 books can now be shelved, which 
addition is made necessary by the 
growth and inereasing service de- 
manded of the library. _ 

Herbert Quick, through an intimate 
friend of his and a patron of the li- 
brary, has presented to the library an 
autograph copy of ‘‘The Hawkeye’’ in 
which Mr. Quick expresses an old time 
wish of his visit to Cedar Falls which 
wish he says was never fulfilled. 


Cedar Rapids—Mr. Luther Brewer, 
president of the library board, has re- 
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cently presented to the children’s room 
a unique collection of old prints. A pro- 
gram for students in the American 
classes is being given regularly on Sun- 
day afternoons at the library. A read- 
ing room for the exclusive use of these 
students has been fitted up and will be 
open to them as a social center on Sun- 
days and certain other afternoons and 
evenings of the week. 

—A ‘‘Library program’”’ 
was given by the library board and 
the librarian at the Commercial Club 
dinner on the evening of January 28th, 
at which time a historical sketch of 
the library was given by Miss Jean- 
nette Painter, Miss Foster spoke on the 
subject ‘‘From the librarian’s desk,’’ 
Mrs. Mary B. Clark gave a witty talk 
on ‘‘Books in our library,’’ Mr. David 
Sharp told of the extension work, and 
Mr. F. W. Hensleigh spoke of the finan- 
cial affairs. Miss Anna Driftmier con- 


cluded the program with a talk on 
‘*What books mean to civilization.’’ 
Des Moines—Library Club—At the 


February meeting the club was enter- 


tained in the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Brigham, the meeting being in charge 
of the State Library and the Library 
Commission. The program consisted of 
a piano solo beautifully rendered by 
Miss Mary Hilton of the Publie Library, 
and a eutting from ‘‘Nevertheless’’ 
given by three Des Moines University 
students. Light refreshments were 
served. The large attendance testified 
to the appreciation of the club of the 
hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. Brigham. 
Des Moines—Library Commission— 
The Commission has been fortunate 
during its shortness of help in having 
two Wisconsin Library School students 
during their period of field practice, 
Miss Margaret Blakely for February 
and Miss Madge McLaughlin for March. 
Des Moines—Public Library—A new 
branch at 28th street and Ingersoll was 
opened on January 19th with an appro- 
priate program participated in by the 
Mayor, members of the city council, 
the library board, and teachers and res- 
idents of the vicinity. Miss Muriel 


Marchant and Miss Mary Hilton of the — 
Public Library staff will be in charge 
of the branch. 

Miss Alice Story and Miss Gladys 
Ecklund, formerly of Roosevelt and 
North High Schools, Des Moines, have 
become assistants in the Public Library, 

De Witt—Mrs. A. M. Price, for a 
number of years a member of the li- 
brary board, has tendered her resigna- 
tion to take up her residence in Cali- 
fornia. Before her departure she pre- 
sented the library with twenty-five 
volumes from her own private library. 
A picture has been given to the library 
by the Plierian Club. 

Dubuque—Carnegie Stout Library— 
Miss Anna G. Temple, for a number of 
years assistant in the library, died on 
January 18th. Miss Temple was a most 
devoted friend of the public documents 
which were under her charge—but al- 
so interested in many things in the li- 
brary and without, for she was broad 
minded, intelligent, warm hearted and 
a friend to be counted on. ; 

Eldora—Mr. L. H Harris has re- 
signed as member of the library board 
and Mr. J. R. Maher has been selected 
to fill the vacancy. 

Hampton—Mrs. Ira Dean has been 
appointed member of the library board 
to fill the vacancy left by the death of 
Miss India Reeve, and Mr. A. E. Rank- 
in, Superintendent of Schools, to fill 
the vacancy caused by the resignation 
of Mr. T. J. B. Robinson. A number 
of books have been given to the li- 
brary by Mrs. Herbert Bohmler and 
several Bibles by the Library Club. A 
talk on ‘‘Your public library’’ was 
given by the librarian at a recent meet- 
ing of the Commercial Club. 

Indianola—Simpson College—By her 
will Mrs. W. E. Hamilton, an assistant 
in the library before her marriage to 
Dr. Hamilton, left $500 to the college — 
library and this amount has now been 
expended in the purchase of reference 
books which were greatly needed. 

Iowa City—State University—Mr. 
John B. Kaiser, Librarian of the Ta- 
coma Publie Library for several years 
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past, has been appointed librarian of 
the University Library and began his 
work February Ist. Miss Miriam E. 
Clay, a graduate of Smith College and 
of the University of Illinois Library 
School, has been made reference assist- 
ant. 

Knoxville—Miss Hazel Sloan, an as- 
sistant in the library for a number of 
years was married on February 9th to 
Mr. Robert Vandrimmeler. 

Malvern—The Public Library was 
closed for a number of months from 
lack of heat but a new heating plant 
has been installed and the library is 
again open for use. 

Manchester—Mrs. Jennie Jones, who 
served as librarian for thirteen years 
during the early days of the library, 
passed away at Manchester on Febru- 
ary 27th. 

Mason City—A branch library has 
been established in the southwest part 
of the city for the benefit of the resi- 
dents in that vicinity. 

Oskaloosa—Penn College—The _li- 
brary recently received as a gift from 
Mrs. Maria C. Seattergood of Phila- 
delphia, the beautiful portfolio ‘‘The 
Holy Experiment’’ being the story _of 
William Penn and the founding of 
Pennsylvania illuminated by Violet 
Oakley. This is a most desirable book 
luxury which could not have been en- 
joyed by this library except through 
the beneficence of the giver as its value 
is placed at $190.00. 

Ottumwa—An extension course in 
salesmanship has recently been con- 
ducted by the Retail Merchant’s Asso- 
ciation in co-operation with the Public 
Library. A window indefinitely loaned 
by one of the merchants has been used 
with good results for book displays. 

Red Oak—Mrs. H. ©. Lane has made 
possible a $6,000 addition to the library 
building the construction of which is 
under way. This addition will be used 
to house the collection given by Mr. and 
Mrs. Lane in memory of their son. The 
addition will be similar to the main 
building in architecture and material. 

Red Oak—School Library——Mr. Peter 


J. Larson, a landholder in Montgomery 
county, has given $1,500 for the pur- 
chase of books for the Public School 
Library. Five hundred dollars have 
been spent at this time and the balance 
put on interest for future use. 

Sibley—Four new tables have been 
added to the reading room. These will 
relieve the crowded conditions which 
have prevailed during busy times in 
the library. 

Sioux City—As a result of the re- 
fusal of the city council to give the li- 
brary a much needed increase, a fee will 
in future be charged to borrowers out- 
side the city limits which ineludes not 
only residents of nearby towns in Iowa 
but many in Nebraska and South Da- 
kota. 

Spencer—The Delphian Club is main- 
taining a story hour during the winter 
which is being well attended by the 
children. The stories are told by teach- 
ers and club members. 

Spirit Lake—A new lighting system 
has recently been installed which adds 
much to the usefulness of the library. 
Miss Blanche Watts of Spencer, acting 
for the Library Commission, has re- 
cently given the library a thorough re- 
organization which will place it in fine 
condition for efficient service. 


Charles M. Waterman 

The passing from earth of Honorable 
Charles M. Waterman, long-time mem- 
ber of the Board of Trustees of the 
Davenport Public Library, brings to 
our recollection his long record of use- 
fulness to this public institution and 
a realization of the value of his service 
to all Davenport. It seems proper that 
our expression of sorrow at this time 
be prefaced by a narration of some 
events in his long term of membership 
in this board. 

Judge Waterman was present at the 
meeting of the board held for its or- 
ganization, June 26, 1900, and served 
as Secretary of the gathering. At this 
time he was a Justice of the Iowa Su- 
preme Court and it was necessary for 
him to make a trip from Des Moines 
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to attend this meeting. Later it was 
necessary for him to make frequent 
journeys to attend the many meetings 
of the organization. 


The minutes of these early meetings 
show his wise counsel and leadership 
in the drafting of by-laws, in the se- 
lection of librarian and staff, in choos- 
ing the location of the library build- 
ing, in selecting. an architect, in letting 
contracts, in all details necessary to 
the successful launching of an enter- 
prise which means much in the intel- 
lectual life of the city of Davenport. 


Perhaps nothing is more noteworthy 
in the record of these early meetings 
than Judge Waterman’s selection from 
numerous sites offered of the one upon 
which the library structure was 
erected. This location he championed 
and insisted upon. He foresaw what a 
factor’in the success of the institution 
it would be to be planted in the heart 
of the business district. 


It would be easily possible to speak 
in superlatives of our friend because 
of our honor and loving regard for 
him, but we know that he would not 
care for a tribute of that sort. It seems 
better that we should speak of his serv- 
ice to his town and then put upon our 
records a postscript that shall speak 
of our joy that we have known him 
and our sorrow that he is gone. 


Carl E. Schlegel, 


Harry Downer, 
Mrs. C. A. Ficke, 
Committee. 





Miss Addie 8. Barton 


Miss Addie S. Barton, for a number 
of years President and for a longer 
time a member of the Mason City li- 
brary board died on January 27th. 
Miss Barton resigned from the board 
in 1922. An appreciation of her serv- 
ice to the library and through it to 
the community was prepared at that 
time by Mrs. MeNider and made a part 
of the official records of the board. 





Lack of space forbids more than a few 
extracts from this tribute which are 
given below: 


‘To voice the appreciation of this 
board for the services of Miss Barton 
to the library is a high privilege. It 
is at the same time a difficult and deli- 
cate task. — 


‘‘Her sympathetic relations with li- 
brarians and co-workers must ever hold 
a large place in atiy just estimate of 
her services. Because of her rare sym- 
pathy and understanding of human 
nature and her unfailing interest in 
all phases of library work, Miss Barton 
has always been a refuge in times of 
stress, and no anxious librarian, rest- 
less assistant or unhappy trustee has 
ever gone to her without. feeling 
soothed and strengthened by her wise 
counsel. 


‘‘She always had a broad vision of 
the library as a center of civic and eul- 
tural activities, believing that its in 
fluence and usefulness would be im- 
measurably increased thereby—and she 
felt great satisfaction in the present 
trend in that direction. 


The records show that for 
years she was secretary of the 


since which time we have been de@ 
lighted to honor her with the presi- 


dency.”’ 





Book and Periodical Exchange 
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The State University Library, lowa — 


City, desires the following numbers 


the Literary Digest. Please ¥ 
direct to the library if they can Be_ 
supplied : 


April 19, and May 17, 1919; Janu 
8, 1921; 
No. 2, V. 75, and January 97, 1923. 














The Library Commission has a qu 
tity of pamphlet boxes 11x714x3 wh 
it will give to the smaller lib 
which will pay transportation. In. 
ing state how many you desire. 
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August 5, and May 20, 1% a 

















